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Principal's Message 
Dear GVS School Community, 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you all for another wonderful, productive and memorable 

school year. I can’t thank everyone enough for your endless hours of volunteering, driving, 

chaperoning, reading, organizing, donating, and doing whatever was necessary to support our 

students here at GVS. You all went above and beyond the call of duty to provide whatever was 

necessary to add to our students’ already rich school experience. 

The rich educational experiences could not occur without the endless energy, skills, and devotion 

of our entire GVS staff. I am extremely appreciative and so very blessed to work with such an 

incredible group of people. I would also like to acknowledge the wonderful professionals from 

HSD Student Services and HSD Learning Coaches who work closely with our educators to 

provide the necessary support that our students need to have a rewarding and successful school 

experience. I would also like to sincerely thank all of the staff at HSD for all of their efforts in 

assisting our school community on so many different levels. Thank you to everyone from senior 

administration and the board of trustees for your leadership and for truly caring about all of our 

kids. To all of the fine people at transportation, maintenance, ICT services, human resources, 

senior administrative assistants, accounting/payroll, finance, reception, and communications, we 

salute you all for your unwavering support in providing exceptional services and support to our 

entire school division. 
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With the 2017-2018 school year coming to an end, we are also having to say farewell to three staff members. We would like to wish 

Mr. Ken Peters, Ms. Melissa Gerbrandt and Mr. Kevin Hiebert all the best. GVS would like to thank these teachers for their 

contributions to the learning environment here at GVS. GVS and the Hanover School Division will be bidding farewell to former 

GVS Principal and Asst. Superintendent Mr. Rick Ardies. Mr. Ardies has been with HSD for thirty years. Mr. Ardies has made a 

positive difference in the lives of so many people within the Hanover School Division. We thank him for his energy, his passion, his 

dedication and for being an outstanding educational leader. We wish Mr. Ardies and his wife Sheila all the best, as they set off to 

British Columbia to be closer to their family. 

Now for a final word to GVS students: THANK YOU for all of your hard work throughout this school year. I am so honoured to be your 

principal; you make me proud to be part of the GVS school community. You keep me on my toes, you keep me laughing and you 

keep me young at heart. I am grateful for your joy, astute insights and amazing talents. Best wishes to our graduating class of 2018, 

who I will miss greatly. Please come back and visit. 

Wishing everyone a safe and relaxing summer break. Until we see you back in September, remember to take the time to relax, 

reflect, and rejuvenate....take care.
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It is hard to believe that that 2017-2018 high school athletic year has come to a close. We want to congratulate all of 

our athletes who have competed in high school sport this year, on their personal and team achievements. We also want 

to thank our staff and community volunteers who have taken the time out of their busy schedules to coach all of our 

teams. Your efforts in developing our athletes into well rounded individuals is very much appreciated. 

To end off the high school athletic season we had three athletes attend track and field provincials. Vanessa Friesen 

qualified for both high jump and 100m finals and set a personal best in the triple jump. Gabe Goertzen ran the 200m, 

matching his zone qualifying time and Zach Funk set a personal best in the triple jump.  

SY Sports

SPORTS

MOVING OR ADDRESS CHANGE

This is a reminder if you are moving during the summer break to let Hanover School Division 

office know as soon as possible of the move. Please be advised that the Transportation 

Department is open all summer long. The number to call is 204-320-2347

Congratulations to Vanessa Friesen who was named the AA Provincial MHSAA AA 

Athlete of the Year! She was selected from all male and female athletes from across 

the province in the AA category to win this award. She is also the first student in Green 

Valley School history to receive this award. Vanessa has participated in multiple sports 

over the course of her high school career including cross country running, volleyball 

(two time provincial silver medalist and this year lead her team to the gold medal and 

a provincial title), basketball, fastpitch, ultimate frisbee and track and field (provincial 

high school finals in high Jump, 100m). Congratulations Vanessa on an incredible high 

school athletic career. Good luck as you carry your talents onto college volleyball at 

CMU! 

The end of the school year means that the high school athletic department has been busy preparing for the 2018-2019 

athletic season! Soccer and volleyball meetings have taken place, athletes have signed up for teams, new jerseys have 

been ordered and tournaments have been booked! It will be a busy start to the school year with soccer and volleyball 

beginning immediately in the fall. For all practice times, tournaments and game dates, visit our Pirates calendar 

at www.gvs.hsd.ca. 

From the high school athletic department, have a safe and active summer! 

SUPPLY LISTS

Supply lists for the 2018 - 2019 school year will be available online at www.gvs.hsd.ca



An Outdoor Ed. canoe trip has reared its head again in Grunthal, moving over from Niverville after a four 

year hiatus. Staff including Carrie Dennis, Gord Dueck, and Kurt Hangle started an Outdoor Ed. program for 

grade eleven students that started back in early March. Students just had to show up for lunch, and the 

students with the best attendance went on the trip. They were put into food groups, and were responsible 

for planning and cooking their own meals. We launched at Stuart Lake for a four day/three night trip. 

The group was awesome, building community and family, so that everyone felt apart of the group. We 

paddled, sang, paddled, laughed, paddled, portaged, paddled, swam, and bonded as a group. This group 

was amazing and each person tried to make everyone else feel included. There was adversity with some 

large roller waves on one of our lakes, and the students handled them like pros. Fish were caught, meals 

were cooked, but most importantly memories were made.  

CANOE TRIP 2018
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